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Special Focus
● Remote Sensing for Environment of Angkor Site Receives Worldwide Interest

Upon the invitation of the Authority for the Protection of the Site 

and Management of the Siem Reap-Angkor Region (APSARA) , 

Prof. GUO Huadong, Director of the International Centre on Space 

Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST) and Director-

general of the CAS Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth 

(RADI), led a five-member delegation to the 22nd Technical Session 

and the 20th Plenary Session of the International Coordinating 

Committee for the Safeguarding and Development of the Historic 

Site of Angkor (ICC-Angkor), and the 3rd Intergovernmental 

Conference held from December 3 to 5, 2013, in Siem Reap, the 

Kingdom of Cambodia. The events brought about more than 400 

scholars, experts and representatives of the governments of more 

than 20 countries, international organizations and foundations.

December 4 witnessed the opening of the 20th Plenary Session 

of ICC-Angkor, which was focused on the importance of new 

technologies and methods in protecting the Historic Site of Angkor 

and its sustainable development. Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister 

Dr. Sok An was present and gave welcome remarks. Prof. Guo made 

a presentation on the progress of the project of "Remote Sensing for 

Environment of Angkor Site" conducted by the HIST team.

Since the signing of the MoU between HIST and APSARA in June 

2013, the team has carried out a dynamic monitoring of the Angkor 

region in terms of vegetation, water resources, and land subsidence 

by using space technologies. Efforts have also been made in 

developing a data base and a 3-D virtual demonstration platform 

for the Historic Site. To serve the sustainable development of the 

Angkor Site, the project initiated the monitoring of the time-space 

characteristics of environmental element changes of the Site and its 

surrounding areas over the past 40 years, the development of a space 

information database and an interactive 3D visualized information 

management system for the Site by using a variety of multi-source 

remote sensing and fundamental geographic data.

Following the meeting’s theme on the future perspective in 

safeguarding and development of the World Heritage Site, Prof. 

Guo’s report demonstrated the importance of space technology for 

the protection of the Site, and the development and objectives of 

the project in the future. The report was spoken positively by the 

audience, as well as officials and representatives of the Cambodian 

government, APSARA, Phnom Penh Office of UNESCO, and 

Chinese Embassy in Cambodia.

An Angkor Statement was passed at the meeting. It confirms the 

remarkable achievements of the international community in the 

protection of Angkor Historic Site over the past 20 years, stressing 

the importance of wide range international partnerships in the 

efforts, presenting a request for the sustainable development and 

comprehensive management of living heritage of Angkor, and 

emphasizing the important role of new technologies and concepts 

in its future protection. The 1st intergovernmental conference was 

held in Tokyo in October 1993 and the 2nd conference took place in 

Paris in November 2003.

A technique exhibit panel on the environmental remote sensing of 

Angkor was held during the meeting. Accompanied by APSARA 

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen is present to give opening remarks.Prof. GUO Huadong speaks at the plenary session of ICC-Angkor.
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● HIST holds the 3rd session of the Governing Board

The 3rd session of the Governing Board of the International Centre 

on Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST) 

was held on Sanya Campus of the Institute of Remote Sensing and 

Digital Earth (RADI) from 10th to 11th December, 2013.The Board 

members, and the representatives and staff of the HIST Secretariat 

attended the meeting. During the meeting, the Board examined and 

adopted the Biennial Work Plan (2013-2014) and the Annual Work 

Report (2013). The other issues discussed in the meeting include the 

mandate and contributions of the Board members to the construction 

and development of HIST, the interaction between HIST and 

UNESCO, communication among the Board members and so on.

   Deputy Director-General of International Cooperation Bureau of 

CAS, Prof. Cao Jinghua, chaired the meeting on behalf of Prof..

Ding Zhongli, the Chairman of the Board. 

A visit to the office of REAS ProjectPresided over by Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister Sok An, the 3rd 
Intergovernmental Conference convenes on December 5.

Discussion Group photo
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officials, the HIST group also visited a villa specially offered by the 

Cambodian government for the project. 

The technical and plenary sessions of the Angkor-meeting is held 

regularly by the UNESCO for the protection of the historical site. 

A total of 20 sessions have been held since 1992 when the site was 

inscribed onto the UNESCO World Heritage List. A permanent 

secretariat has been set up for the meetings. ICC-Angkor is to ensure 

the consistency of the different projects, defines, when necessary, 

the standards, and calls the attention of the concerned parties when 

required. Hosted by RADI, HIST is the first of its kind to apply 

space technologies for monitoring and preserving natural and 

cultural heritage under the auspices of UNESCO.
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On September 18th, 2013, Mr. R. Jayakuma of UNESCO Bangkok 

Office, Mr William Logan, Deputy Director of the International 

Center for Integrated Water Resources Management(ICIWaRM) 

under the auspices of UNESCO and Mr Shi Yichuan, a remote 

sensing expert of the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) paid a visit to the International Centre on Space 

Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST)  under 

the Auspices of UNESCO which was built on the premises of 

the Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth (RADI) of the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences.

After watching the 3D demonstration video named “Space 

Observation and Understanding of World Heritage”, the guests 

visited the satellite ground control hall to see the operation and 

control system of RADI’s ground station network, and then had a 

talk with the staff of HIST. Mr Hong Tianhua, Executive Deputy 

Director and Secretary-General of HIST, gave a brief introduction 

to the application of space technologies on the conservation of 

UNESCO-Inscribed sites, and the background, general objectives 

and operation of HIST. Mr. Logan made a presentation on the 

O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 t h ,  2 0 1 3 ,  P r o f .  D o u g l a s  C o m e r , 

C o - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  H e r i t a g e  M a n a g e m e n t  ( I C A H M )  o f 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

operation mechanism, main focus and recent work of ICIWaRM. 

Mr. Shi also made a presentation on the work that has been done 

by IUCN on the use of space technologies for nomination of new 

natural world heritage sites, and for conservation of current natural 

world heritage sites.

The guests paid great tribute to HIST for the work that has been 

accomplished and they exchanged views on the possibility of future 

cooperation with HIST.

Cooperation and Communication
● Representatives of UNESCO and IUCN visit HIST

● Prof. Douglas Comer Visits HIST

Group Photo

Visit the Satellite Ground Control Hall

Discussion between the Visitors and HIST

Cooperation and Communication

p a i d  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C e n t r e  o n  S p a c e 

Technologies for Natural  and Cultural  Heritage (HIST) 

under the Auspices of UNESCO which was built  on the 

premises of the Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital 
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From October 9 th to 16 th, 2013, under the framework of the 

science and technology cooperation project between Chinese 

and Italian government named "Smart management of cultural 

heritage sites in Italy and China: Earth Observation and Pilot 

Projects", a research team composed of Dr. Nicola Masini, Dr. 

Fracesco Gabellone, both from the Institute of Archaeological 

and Architectural Heritage, and Dr. Rosa Lasaponara, from the 

Institute of Methodologies for Environmental Analysis, came to 

China for a week of academic exchanges and field experiment on 

the invitation of Prof. Chen Fulong of HIST.

On the afternoon of October 10, a seminar was held at the 

Institute of Geographical Sciences of Henan Academy of 

● Representatives of Italy's National Research Council visited HIST

Discussion

Group PhotoDiscussion

Sciences, which is a base of HIST for research and capacity 

building. Scientific cooperation and data sharing between the two 

sides were discussed during the seminar. For the following three 

days the research team investigated some archaeological sites in 

Henan. 

On the morning of October 15, Dr. Nicola Masini and Dr. Rosa 

Lasaponara visited HIST and had a brief discussion with HIST's 

staff headed by Executive Deputy Director and Secretary-General 

Mr. Hong Tianhua. Both sides were satisfied with what had been 

achieved so far since the MOU was signed and looked forward 

to further cooperation on geophysical exploration, environmental 

archaeology and capacity building.

Earth (RADI) of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Mr. Comer had academic ta lks  with the s taff  of  HIST. 

Miss  Yu Li jun  made a  repor t  named "Remote  Sens ing 

for  Archaeology in  China"  on behalf  of  Professor  Nie 

Yueping. She introduced the main archaeology research 

work  which  has  been  done  in  China  by  us ing  remote 

sensing technology. Mr Luo Lei,  on behalf of Professor 

Wang  Xinyuan ,  i n t roduced  the  r ecen t  a r chaeo log ica l 

discoveries of "Silk Road" by remote sensing and field 

work .  Then ,  P rof .  Comer  made  a  p resen ta t ion  on  the 

frontier  technology of remote sensing archaeology and 

promised to send his  famous book "Remote Sensing in 

Archaeology" to HIST.

A f t e r  a l l  t h e  a c a d e m i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  M r.  H o n g 

Ti a n h u a ,  E x e c u t i v e  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  a n d  S e c r e t a r y -

G e n e r a l  o f  H I S T,  g a v e  a  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e 

background,  general  object ives and operat ion of  HIST. 

This  v i s i t  l a id  a  good  founda t ion  fo r  the  coopera t ion 

between HIST and ICAHM/ICOMOS in the future.
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The Seminar Sarah Parcak and Gregory Mumford

Group Photo

From October 28th to 30th, 2013, Dr. Sarah Parcak, Associate 

Professor and Director of the Laboratory for Global Observation 

in University of Alabama at Birmingham, visited HIST with 

her husband, Dr. Gregory Mumford, who is an Egyptologist 

and works together with Sarah on the Surveys and Excavation 

Projects in Egypt.

The guests watched the 3D demonstration video named “Space 

Observation and Understanding of World Heritage”, visited the 

satellite ground control hall to see the operation and control 

system of RADI’s ground station network, and had a 2 day's 

seminar in HIST. Sarah made a presentation on discovering 

and mapping heritage sites by using satellite images, then Dr. 

Gregory Mumford introduced the verification and excavation 

after the satellite survey. Prof. Wang Changlin, Deputy Director 

of HIST, gave a brief introduction to the background, general 

objectives and operation of HIST. Prof. Natarajan Ishwaran made 

a presentation on the application of space technologies for the 

conservation of UNESCO-Inscribed sites. Prof. Wang Xinyuan, 

Deputy Director of HIST, made a presentation on the new 

discovery in the Silk Road by using remote sensing technology. 

In addition, the other scientists of HIST Wang Cheng, Chen 

Fulong, Liu Chuansheng and Yu Lijun also made presentations 

on the achievements made by their respective research groups.

HIST is planning to hold an international symposium on 

UNESCO-designated sites and sustainable development in 

2014, to enhance communications among World Heritage 

● Dr. Sarah Parcak and Gregory Mumford visit HIST

● HIST delegation in Mt. Huangshan

Both sides paid great tribute to each other for the work that has 

been accomplished and agreed to facilitate mutual cooperation in 

the field of Remote Sensing for Archaeology in the future.

Sarah Parcak is an archaeologist and Egyptologist, and specializes 

in making the invisible past visible using 21st-century satellite 

technology. She co-directs the Survey and Excavation Projects in 

the Fayoum, Sinai, and Egypt's East Delta with her husband, Dr. 

Greg Mumford. Parcak is the author of Satellite Remote Sensing 

for Archaeology, the first methods book on satellite archaeology, 

and her work has seeded several TV documentaries and specials 

on the BBC, CNN, the Science Channel and the Discovery 

Channel of CCTV. She founded and directs the Laboratory for 

Global Observation at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, 

and is a National Geographic Explorer.

sites, World Biosphere Reserves and Global Geoparks. On 

the morning of October 8th,  Executive Deputy Director 

and Secretary-General  of  HIST,  Mr.  Hong Tianhua and 

Cooperation and Communication
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Prof. Damian Evans visited Airborne Remote Sensing Center

Prof. Ishwaran and Mr. Fang Biyun (from left to right)

Accompanied by Mr. Hong Tianhua, Executive Deputy Director 

and Secretary-General of HIST, Mr. Damian Evans watched 

the 3D demonstration of “Digital Earth Platform” and “Space 

Observation and Understanding of World Heritage”, visited 

Airborne Remote Sensing Center of RADI. He also visited the 

satellite-ground receiving station operation and management 

system of RADI. After that, Dr. Evans had an academic exchange 

with the scientists of HIST. Prof. Wang Cheng introduced the 

Project of Remote Sensing for Environment of Angkor Site, 

Cambodia. Dr. Evans made a presentation on his research over 

the discovery of Angkor world heritage site in Siem Reap by 

Lidar and various space technologies. Mr. Hong Tianhua gave 

a brief introduction to HIST and its future work plan in detail. 

Based on the mutual exchange and discussion, the two sides also 

explored the possibility of mutual collaboration in the future. 

Deputy Director  of  HIST Prof .  Wang Xinyuan,  Deputy 

● Dr. Damian Evans from the University of Sydney visits HIST

Secretary-General Ms. Liu Jie and the other scientific staff also 

attended the meeting. HIST Director Prof. Guo Huadong had a 

brief meeting with Dr. Evans at lunch time.

P ro f .  Na ta ra j an  I shwaran  v i s i t ed  Huangshan  and  had 

consul ta t ions  wi th  the  Deputy  Di rec tor  of  Huangshan 

Administrative Authority, Mr. Fang Biyun and several of 

his staff. Mr. Hong and Prof. Ishwaran suggested that the 

Huangshan Administrative Authority consider hosting the 

2014 symposium in Huangshan City.  Mr.  Fang thanked 

the two of them for the suggest ion and for  the support 

and trust  HIST extends to his  organization.  He showed 

great interest in organizing the symposium in Huangshan. 

He said, Huangshan, as both World Heritage and Global 

Geopark, is now actively promoting a strategy comprised 

of “systematization, digitization, refinement, humanization 

and internationalization". He saw the organization of the 

symposium in  Huangshan as  an  impor tant  par t  of  tha t 

strategy’s internationalization component and a very good 

opportunity to make the achievements and significance of 

Huangshan more widely known among experts and the public. 

Furthermore, he also said that Huangshan will strive towards 

becoming a world biosphere reserve as well thereby joining 

the group of select sites in the world that enjoy all three 

designations conferred by UNESCO.

The symposium in 2014 wil l  be the f i rs t  t ime ever  for 

simultaneously addressing the relat ionship of  al l  three 

UNESCO des ignated  p laces  and the i r  cont r ibut ions  to 

sustainable development. The symposium will be organized 

in partnership with the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, the 

Secretariat of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Program and the 

Global Geopark Network. Outcomes and recommendations of the 

symposium will be taken to the attention of important UNESCO 

and international forums such as the UNESCO Executive Board, 

the World Heritage Committee, the International Coordinating 

Council (ICC) of the MAB Program and the organizers of the 

6th World Parks Congress scheduled to be convened in Sydney, 

Australia in November 2014. A first announcement on the 

organization of the international symposium will be posted on 

this website soon.



08

Deputy Director of HIST Prof. Wang Xinyuan presented to the guest the 
Atlas of Remote Sensing for World Heritage: China

Photo Group

Academic activities
● Academic Seminar on Space Technologies for World Heritage successfully held

On December 9, the International Centre on Space Technologies for 

Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST) hosted an academic seminar 

on space technology for world heritage on Sanya campus of RADI. 

The seminar was aimed to facilitate academic exchange among 

HIST Governing Board members home and abroad and scientists in 

RADI.

The international Board members such as Dr. Peter Woodgate, 

CEO of Australian Cooperation of Research Centre of Spacial 

● Prof. Timo Balz visited HIST
On the afternoon of December 18, upon the invitation of 

Deputy Director Prof. Wang Xinyuan, Prof. Timo Balz from 

The State Key Laboratory of Information Engineering in 

Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing, together with Prof. 

Liao Mingsheng, and Prof. Gino Caspari from the University of 

Hamburg visited HIST.

    Accompanied by Prof. Wang, the guests watched the three 

dimensional demonstration of “Digital Earth Platform” and 

“Space Observation and Understanding of World Heritage”, and 

took a look at Airborne Remote Sensing Center and Remote 

sensing satellite control hall. After that, an academic discussion 

followed. Prof. Wang warmly welcomed the visitors, and 

introduced them to the research staff of HIST. Executive Deputy 

Director and Secretary-General of HIST Mr. Hong Tianhua 

briefed the guests on HIST and its achievements in the past 

years. Director of Kashi Centre of RADI Prof. Fu Bihong gave 

a presentation about the centre and the application of remote 

sensing technology on lake, glacier, and mining. Dr. Luo Lei, 

Dr. Timo Balz and Dr. Gino Caspari also reported on their work 

respectively. In addition, the both sides had a nice discussion on 

the potential collaboration in the future. 

    After the meeting, Prof. Wang sent the visitors the Atlas of 
Remote Sensing for World Heritage: China in both Chinese and 

English version.

Discussion Prof. Damian Evans met with Mr. Guo Huadong

Cooperation and Communication
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Discussion

Upon the invitation of Prof. Nicola Masini from Italian National 

Research Center for Archeology and Ancient Architecture(CNR-

IBAM), Prof. Chen Fulong and Asso. Prof. Yang Ruixia of HIST 

visited Italy from December 17 to 21, 2013 together with Prof. 

Feng Dexian and Prof. Liu Airong from Zhengzhou Base of 

HIST in Henan Province. 

During the trip, Chinese visitors attended the bilateral meeting 

under the theme of “intelligent management of cultural heritage 

sites along silk road” in the headquarters of Italian Research 

Council located in Rome. The bilateral meeting was hosted by 

diplomat of Chinese embassy in Italy Mr. Yin Shengxin. Director 

of Natural Science Department of Italian Research Council, Mr. 

Enrico Brugnoli, and cultural Chief Mr. Francesco Gabellone 

attended the meeting and gave a speech respectively. Prof. Chen 

Fulong made a report on “Spatial Observation on Silk Road 

Culture Heritage and Exemplified Analysis on the Silk Road 

Starting Point LuoYang”. Scholars from Italy Mr. Nicola Masini, 

Mrs. Rosa Lasaponara and Mr. Francesco Gabellone respectively 

gave reports under the theme of remote sensing technology 

on Silk Road, image matching on Longmen Grottos model 

construction and virtual laboratory of Silk Road. Representatives 

of both sides discussed the prospect of future cooperation and 

communication, and set the research priorities and exchange 

programme in 2014. In the end, Mr .Yin Shengxin gave a 

closing statement and remarked the significance of Sino-Italy 

cooperation, hoping more achievements through cooperation. 

He also stated that the embassy would like to provide the best 

possible support to the project.

Information(CRCSI), Prof. Stefano Campana from Italian University 

of Siena and Prof. Heinz Ruther from Cape Town University of 

South Africa attended the meeting. Deputy Director-General of 

International Cooperation Bureau of CAS Prof. Cao Jinghua, 

Division Director of the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development of China Ms. Zuo Xiaoping, Executive Secretary of 

CODATA Dr. Simon Hodson, Director of HIST Prof. Guo Huadong, 

Executive Deputy Director and Secretary-General of HIST Mr. 

Hong Tianhua, Deputy Directors Prof. Wang Xinyuan, Prof..Wang 

Changlin and Prof. Nie Yueping and some other prominent experts 

were also present at the meeting.

   The seminar lasted for a whole day and more than ten 

presentations were made on using space technologies for 

conservation, monitoring and documentation of natural and cultural 

Discussion Scientific research team visited Pompeii site

world heritage. It played an important role in strengthening the 

communication and academic exchange between the scientists of 

HIST and RADI and the members of Governing Board

● Scientists of HIST Visited Italy for the Project of “Intelligent Management and Pilot 
Application Research on Sino-Italian Cultural Heritage Sites Based on Earth Observation”
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lecturing. Students in class.

Group Photo. lecturing.

On the morning of November 12, the First International Training 

Workshop on Space Technology for Disaster Mitigation opened at 

RADI Sanya Campus. Themed “Theory, Methods and Applications 

of Space Technology for Disaster Mitigation”, the event was hosted 

by the CAS-TWAS Centre of Excellence on Space Technology 

for Disaster Mitigation (SDIM), with the International Centre on 

Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage (HIST) under 

the auspices of UNESCO and RADI as co-hosts. Distinguished 

speakers at the opening ceremony included Cao Jinghua, Deputy 

Director-General of the CAS International Cooperation Bureau; 

Cao Bing, Director of the Sanya Bureau of Technology, Industry 

and Information; Zhang Bing, Deputy Directol of RADI; and 

Shuaib Lwasa, member of the Scientific Committee of the 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk Programme (IRDR). TWAS 

Executive Director Romain Murenzi remotely extended his video 

congratulations to the event.

"The CAS-TWAS SDIM International Training Workshop 

will promote and facilitate further pragmatic cooperation in 

science and technology between China and other developing 

countries", Cao Jinghua said. Director Cao Bing pointed out that 

the workshop is one of the international cooperation activities 

in the field of space technology for disaster mitigation under 

the framework of China-ASEAN science and technology 

cooperation. He expressed his hope that a series of such 

workshops would be held in the future. TWAS Executive 

Director Romain Murenzi fully affirmed the work accomplished 

by CAS-TWAS SDIM since it was founded in 2013 in its effort 

to help developing nations with disaster mitigation, saying that 

the workshop would serve as an important platform for scientists 

of developing countries to share and exchange space technology 

for disaster mitigation. 

The two-week training course was attended by over 20 people 

from 17 developing countries including Indonesia, Cambodia, 

Thailand, Vietnam and other ASEAN nations. By providing 

systematic training in the theory, technology and application 

of space technology for disaster mitigation, the workshop is 

intended to cultivate practical talents in this field so as to promote 

the application of such technology in developing countries.

2013 is the 10th year of the China-ASEAN strategic partnership, 

and disaster prevention and relief is listed as one of the priority 

areas for deepening cooperation between the two sides. With 

Sanya’s significant geographic advantage of being close to 

ASEAN countries, the workshop will serve as a new bridge 

linking China and ASEAN in the field of space technology 

cooperation for disaster mitigation. 

The training session began after the opening ceremony ended.

●  First International Training Workshop on Space Technology for Disaster Mitigation 
Opened by CAS-TWAS SDIM

Academic activities
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RADI News
● Australian Government Thanks CAS for Bushfire Help 

The Australian government has expressed gratitude to the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) for its help in tracking 

dangerous bushfires that threatened Sidney in October.  

In a letter to CAS President BAI Chunli, Australian Ambassador 

to China Frances Adamson expressed appreciation for the 

contribution of CAS’s Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital 

Earth (RADI), under the leadership of Director GUO Huadong, 

in controlling the bushfires in the State of New South Wales.  

The first bushfire erupted on Oct. 17. On Oct. 22, a day after 

receiving an Australian request for assistance, RADI used data 

from China’s Environment-1 and Tiangong-1 satellites as well 

as foreign data to generate a report showing the location, scope 

and movement of the bushfires edging towards Sidney’s western 

suburbs. Over the next few days, RADI issued four more similar 

reports, which the Australian side called “extremely useful.” 

In her letter, the ambassador said senior Australian government 

decision makers and emergency services personnel commented 

on the quality and timeliness of RADI’s reports. The ambassador 

also noted that Geoscience Australia, the country’s national 

geoscience research and geospatial information agency, praised 

RADI’s courtesy, professionalism and expertise. 

The ambassador went on to express the willingness of Australian 

agencies to strengthen cooperation with RADI in areas of mutual 

benefit, such as increased reception of satellite data at Australian 

ground stations, emergency management, and calibration and 

validation of data.

● RADI Appreciated for Contribution to Lunar Exploration

● CAS Vice President Zhang Yaping VisitsRADI

The Beijing Aerospace Control Center (BACC) recently sent a 

letter of thanks to RADI, expressing its appreciation for the hard 

work and important contribution of RADI researchers to the 

Chang’e-3 Mission, which was successful in deploying its Rover 

Yutu (Jade Rabbit) on the Moon on December 15, 2013. 

On the morning of October 14, CAS Vice President ZHANG 

Yaping and other CAS officials visited the Institute of Remote 

Sensing and Digital Earth (RADI), CAS.

Accompanied by RADI Director-General GUO Huadong, 

ZHANG visited Digital Earth Demonstration Platform, the 

remote sensing satellite data receiving and processing system, 

the Airborne Remote Sensing Center, the International Centre 

on Space Technology for Natural and Cultural Heritage, the 

International Society for Digital Earth and its editorial office, the 

International Program Office of Integrated Research on Disaster 

Risk, and the CAS-TWAS Centre of Excellence on Space 

Technology for Disaster Mitigation, etc. 

At the briefing held for ZHANG, Deputy Director LIU Jianbo 

introduced the development of RADI and its “1-3-5”program. 

LI An, head of the Remote Sensing Satellite Ground Station, 

The planetary remote sensing team  from the State Key 

Laboratory of Remote Sensing Science at RADI has conducted 

research into planetary mapping and remote sensing for many 

years. During the Chang’e-3 mission, RADI researchers provided 

technological support to BACC with their expertise in remote 

sensing mapping and navigation positioning.

briefed on the operation of two national major scientific and 

technological infrastructures housed by RADI --- China Remote 

Sensing Satellite Ground Station and remote sensing aircraft. 

LIU Jie, head of the International Cooperation Office, gave a 

presentation on RADI's international cooperation. 

ZHANG exchanged views with the participants at the briefing. 

In his speech, ZHANG praised that since its establishment 

RADI has greatly improved its core competitiveness, fostered an 

excellent talent team, built up cutting-edge research facilities, 

accumulated strong research capabilities and created a good 

cultural atmosphere. ZHANG affirmed that RADI’s “1-3-5” 

program, with clearly-defined objectives, has been in smooth 

progress. He highly appraised RADI's efforts for the smooth 

operation of major national infrastructures and hoped that 

RADI seize new development opportunities, further enhance the 
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ZHANG inspects the Airborne Remote Sensing Center. Visitors watch the remote sensing satellite data receiving and 
processing system.

ZHANG visits RADI-based international scientific organizations. A briefing held for the visitors.

RADI News

competitiveness of the facilities and make greater contributions 

to meeting the strategic needs of the country. He spoke highly 

of RADI’s progress in international cooperation, especially its 

unique cooperation model and innovative idea of cooperation, 

expressing his hope that the Institute, as a model for CAS 

to implement its international development strategy, should 

summarize and publicize its experiences, and promote its 

international cooperation to a new level.

● CAS Vice President Zhan Wenlong Visits RADI

On November 29, CAS Vice President Zhan Wenlong paid an 

inspection tour to the Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital 

Earth (RADI).

Mr. Zhan visited the Digital Earth platform demonstration 

system, the remote sensing satel l i te  data receiving and 

processing system, the Airborne Remote Sensing Center, the 

Satellite Data Pre-processing Division, the International Centre 

on Space Technology for Natural and Cultural Heritage under 

the Auspices of UNESCO, the International Society for Digital 

Earth, the International Programme Office of Integrated Research 

on Disaster Risk, the CAS-TWAS Centre of Excellence on Space 

Technology for Disaster Mitigation (SDIM),etc.

After that, he listened to a progress report on RADI n and its 

talents, and had discussions with representatives of the Institute.  

After an exchange of views, the Vice President put forward his 

suggestions on RADI team building, talent cultivation and other 

issues.

Referring to talents as the key to innovation, Mr. Zhan expressed 

his hope that, while implementing CAS “One-Three-Five” 

Strategic Planning, the Institute would organize the application 
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● RADI Recognized as Model Base of International S&T Cooperation by MOST

RADI was recently awarded the title of "Model Base of 

International S&T Cooperation" in national Earth Observation 

field by the Ministry of Science and Technology of China 

(MOST).

Drawing on the infrastructures of RADI and its S&T advantages 

in the field of remote sensing and Earth observation, the Base 

will coordinate domestic and international S&T resources, 

base itself on the RADI’s international S&T cooperation 

platforms, innovate the international S&T cooperation patterns, 

keep developing the channel and scale of international S&T 

cooperation, strengthen global data and information sharing, and 

promote the development in depth and breadth in the field of 

remote sensing and digital Earth. 

Constructing the "International S&T Cooperation Base" is an 

important measure of carrying out and implementing the "Outline 

of National Medium and Long-term Science and Technology 

Development Plans", is aiming at making use of domestic and 

overseas science and technology and intelligence resources, 

supporting and encouraging local R&D institutes, enterprises 

and parks with higher international science and technology 

cooperation levels to become bigger and stronger in order 

to thoroughly promote the scale and quality of international 

scientific and technological cooperation and strengthen the 

country’s independent innovation capacity.

for the CAS talent programs such as “Ten-thousand Talents” 

program, “Thousand Talents” program and the “Hundred Talents” 

program; and strengthen introduction and cultivation of young 

talents, especially those “excellent” and “distinguished” talents 

as defined by NSFC. He also stressed that in nurturing young 

talents, RADI should give full play to such platforms as the 

Centres of Excellence and the CAS Youth Innovation Promotion 

Association in order to lay a solid foundation for making more 

outstanding research achievements in the future. 

UNESCO News
● China’s Education Vice Minister Hao Ping elected as President of UNESCO’s General 
Conference 

UNESCO’s General Conference, the governing body that 

brings together the Organization’s 195 Member States and nine 

Associate Members, opened on 11 November 2013 with the 

election of Hao Ping, Vice Minister of Education of China, as 

President of its 37th session. The opening was also marked by 

the acceptance of Anguilla as a new Associate Member.

Mr Hao, who succeeds Katalin Bogyay (Hungary), President of 

the 36th session of the General Conference (2011-2013), stressed 

the enduring importance of UNESCO’s mission, in education, the 

sciences, culture and communication.

Several Heads of State and some 150 ministers and delegates 

from the 195 UNESCO Member States attended the General 

Conference. This session shaped the Organization’s strategy and 

direction for the next eight years.



UNESCO News

● Work Begins on Repairing and Rebuilding Timbuktu’s Cultural Heritage

● Ten Sites in Nine Countries Added to Global Geoparks Network

● UNESCO Celebrates 10 Years Anniversary of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage

The Djingareyber Mosque in Timbuktu received a new façade 

as activities began in earnest to rehabilitate the city’s cultural 

heritage. The start of the repair work followed a visit to the 

site from August 14 to 16 by Bruno Maiga, Mali’s Minister for 

Culture, and experts from UNESCO’s Bamako office.

These tasks were undertaken by Malian architects and technicians 

employed by the Ministry of Culture, under the National Cultural 

Heritage Directorate, with financial support from UNESCO. 

The start of repairs and reconstruction was of great symbolic 

importance for the people of Timbuktu, marking the end of a 

period characterized by the destruction of city’s monuments 

and manuscripts, and the prohibition of cultural practices and 

expressions.

The Global Geoparks Network now covers nine new members, 

with the addition of sites in Austria, China, Italy, Japan, the 

Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Turkey and Uruguay. The new sites 

bring the total number of Geoparks in the Network to 100, located 

in 29 countries. They were inscribed during the 3rd Asia-Pacific 

Geoparks Network Jeju Symposium, which took place on Jeju 

Island, Republic of Korea, from 7 to 13 September in 2013.

The new sites are:Sennongjia Globa Geopark (People’s Republic 

of China), Yanqing Global Geopark (People’s Republic of China), 

Sesia - Val Grande Global Geopark (Italy), Oki Islands Global 

Geopark (Japan), Hondsrug Global Geopark (the Netherlands), 

Azores Global Geopark (Portugal), Idrija Global Geopark 

(Slovenia),Karawanke/Karawanken Global Geopark (Slovenia/

Austria),Kula Volcanic Global Geopark (Turkey),and Grutas del 

Palacio Global Geopark (Uruguay).

“The Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the World 

Today” was the topic of a panel discussion hosted by Phoenix 

Satellite TV on 15 October 2013 at UNESCO. 

The Director-General opened the debate by describing how 

the 2003 Convention, ratified by 155 countries, has extended 

the definition of cultural heritage. Intangible cultural heritage 

is about identity and community with a strong link to cultural 

diversity, and hence to sustainable development. "It is our 

response to globalization" she said.

The Director-General concluded the lively debate by referring to 

the many partners and stakeholders who are now collaborating 

with UNESCO towards a New Humanism, based especially on 

human dignity. It should always be remembered that “no culture 

is superior to another” said Ms Bokova, adding that the ongoing 

efforts open up a whole new space of human identity. 
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