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Scientiﬁc Research

Scientiﬁc Research
● CEODE Nominee Accepted in "Thousand Talents" Program for High-level
Foreign Experts
Release time: 05/03/2012
On March 1st, 2012, the Center for Earth Observation and Digital
Earth (CEODE), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) was
informed that its application for the "Thousand Talents" Program
for high-level foreign experts was accepted, with N. Ishwaran being
CEODE’s ﬁrst successful nominee.
The “Thousand Talents” Program for high-level foreign experts was
ofﬁcially launched in 2011 by the State Administration of Foreign
Experts Affairs. China plans to recruit 500-1000 high-level foreign
experts within 10 years, and accepts 50-100 experts per year.
N. Ishwaran received his Ph.D.in the United States and has been
working in different departments of UNESCO for more than 20
years, including UNESCO Jakarta Office, World Heritage Center
and so on. Currently, he is the Director of the Division of Ecological
and Earth Sciences of UNESCO and Secretary of the Man and
Biosphere Reserve Program. His remarkable achievements in the

N. Ishwaran gives an address at the UNESCO Fourth Training Course of
the Eastern Asian Biosphere Research Network, held in Beijing in April
2011 ©CEODE

ﬁeld of natural heritage and biosphere reserves have earned him a
distinguished international reputation.

International Centre on Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural

This year’s “Thousand Talents” Program begins in the middle of

Heritage (HIST) under the Auspices of UNESCO, hosted by

the year and Dr. Ishwaran will join CEODE in mid-September after

CEODE, and the promotion of cooperation and exchange between

his retirement from UNESCO. The Program will last for 3 years.

HIST, UNESCO, and UNESCO Member States, especially countries

In this period, N. Ishwaran will focus on the construction of the

in Asia.

Cooperation & Communication
● UNESCO Natural Sciences Sector Executive Director HAN Qunli Visits HIST
Release time: 09/01/2012

general report on CEODE and the three international organizations

On January 6, Han Qunli, Executive Director of UNESCO Natural

hosted by CEODE. Later they watched demonstration videos named

Sciences Sector, visited HIST.
Accompanied by Hong Tianhua, Deputy Director and SecretaryGeneral of HIST, Han Qunli visited the CEODE exhibition hall and
the remote sensing satellite ground control system, and listened to a
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“Space Observation and Understanding of World Heritage” and “the
Digital Earth Science Platform”.
In the ensuing discussion, Hong Tianhua introduced HIST’s
preparation, establishment and operation system. Afterwards, both

The seminar in session.

HIST Deputy Director and Secretary-General HONG Tianhua (right)
presents a souvenir to HAN Qunli (left)

sides discussed substantive cooperation in project research and

provided an important scientiﬁc basis for rescue action. He said that

capacity building.

UNESCO had been attaching great importance to space technology

Han Qunli, who used to work on remote sensing and GIS technology

applications in the aspects of natural and cultural heritage, biosphere

applications for digital ecosystem management in the 1980s at

reserves, wetlands and disaster warning, and monitoring. He pointed

CAS, spoke highly of CEODE’s scientific strength and research

out that HIST could provide scientific and technical support for

achievements. Especially in the Wenchuan and Yushu earthquakes,

Central Asia and the Asia-Paciﬁc region to carry out international

the timely acquisition of high-resolution remote sensing data

activities through the platform of UNESCO.

● FANG Xin Inspects HIST
Release time: 08/02/2012
On February 3, Fang Xin, Vice President of CAS, inspected HIST
while inspecting CEODE.
Fang Xin inquired about the work that had been done during HIST's
preparation, establishment and afterwards. She spoke highly of the
achievements and called on HIST to keep working, especially in
the field of research. Fang encouraged HIST to assist UNESCO
by providing technical support for World Heritage conservation,
as well as offering assistance to the States Parties of the World
Heritage Convention, especially the developing countries, in the
earth observation capacity building.
Fang Xin visits HIST

03

Cooperation & Communication

● ISPRS Delegation Visit CEODE
Release time: 16/02/2012
On February 14, a delegation of International Society for
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) visited CEODE.
The delegation visited the Operation Hall of the Remote Sensing
Satellite Receiving Network and watched videos on the Digital
Earth Science Platform. They also visited the three international
organizations hosted by CEODE: HIST, the International Society
for Digital Earth (ISDE), and the International Programme Ofﬁce
for Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR IPO).
After touring CEODE, both sides met to discuss upcoming events
and opportunities for cooperation. Firstly, CEODE Director-General

The ISPRS delegation visit the three international organizations
hosted by CEODE

Guo Huadong chaired the meeting and warmly welcomed the visit
by ISPRS delegation. CEODE Deputy Director Zhang Bing gave a
brief introduction to CEODE, operation of major national scientiﬁc
and technological infrastructure, research progress, and results,
as well as preparations for the 35th International Symposium on
Remote Sensing of Environment in 2013 to be hosted by CEODE.
Afterwards, Wang Changlin, Executive Director of ISDE and
Executive Editor of the International Journal of Digital Earth
(IJDE), and HIST Deputy Director Hong Tianhua respectively made
presentations on the two international organizations’ missions,

Group photo

development, achievements and future goals, and they also

their organizations, membership, and applications of space

expressed wishes of collaborating with ISPRS.

technology to heritage monitoring and protection and other related

The ISPRS delegation expressed their thanks for being invited and

ﬁelds. Meanwhile, they also introduced the XXII Congress of the

affirmed that China had invested greatly in scientific research on

International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing in

remote sensing and other related research fields. After listening

Melbourne, Australia, and invited CEODE researchers to participate.

to the reports by ISDE, IJDE and HIST, they expressed that they

After the meeting, Director-General Guo presented to the guests a

would exchange more information on their scientific research

book: Atlas of Remote Sensing for World Heritage: China.

with CEODE and the international organizations. They stated that

Also in attendance were representatives of the National Geomatics

both sides had the potential for future cooperation in developing

Center of China.

Academic activities
● UNESCO Science Forum
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UNESCO Science Forum, co-organized by HIST and the National

International Hydrological Programme (IHP), MAB, International

Committee of China for UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Reserve

Geoscience Programme (IGCP), and the Category 2 Centers

(MAB), was held in Beijing on January 7, 2012, when Mr. Han

under the auspices of UNESCO such as International Research

Qunli, Executive Director of UNESCO Sector of Natural Sciences,

and Training Center on Erosion and Sedimentation (IRTCES),

was in Beijing.

International Research Center on Karst (IRCK) and International

Representatives from National Committees of China for UNESCO

Centre on Space Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage

and so on attended the forum. There were also representatives of the

from Guo Huadong, Director of HIST & CEODE, had been

Bureau of International Co-operation of the Chinese Academy of

extended to the guests before the end of the forum.

Sciences, Chinese Academy of Geosciences, Global Network Ofﬁce

This is the ﬁrst time ever to provide such an opportunity to exchange

of Geoparks. Hong Tianhua, Deputy Director and Secretary-General
of HIST, and Wang Ding, Secretary-General of China-MAB, cochaired the forum.

ideas and experiences among representatives from the national
committees of UNESCO intergovernmental science programs,
category-2 centers, and Global Network of Geoparks, as well as

Representatives exchanged ideas and experiences with regard to

from UNESCO headquarters. They spoke highly of the forum. It

management, operation and planning of the institutions. Greetings

was suggested that the forum be held annually.

UNESCO Science Forum

● The 4th International Conference on Remote Sensing in Archaeology will be held
The 4th International Conference on Remote Sensing in

world heritage. Advances in sensor systems, data availability, social

Archaeology (ICRSA4) will be held in Beijing from October 24th

technology, and other innovations have matured and converged to

to 26th, 2012. The Conference is co-organized by the Chinese

make 2012 a particularly exciting time in this ﬁeld.

Academy of Sciences and UNESCO, and hosted by HIST and
CEODE.
This years’ event is one in a series of conferences. The 1st
International Conference on Remote Sensing in Archaeology was
organized by the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing and
hosted by the Joint Laboratory of Remote Sensing Archaeology
(JLSRA) of China in October 2004. In that context an international
team of experts was created in order to promote multidisciplinary
activities in remote sensing archaeology around the world. In
December 2006, the 2nd International Conference was held in
Rome, Italy. In August 2009, the 3rd International Conference was
held in Tiruchirappalli, India.
The theme of the 4th Conference is “New Era of Earth Observation
on Natural and Cultural Heritage”. We plan to take this conference
into new territory with a focus on world heritage and cutting-edge
space technologies for monitoring, documenting, and preserving
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UNESCO News

● The 1st International Workshop on Space Technologies for World Heritage will be held
in Beijing
The 1st International Workshop on Space Technologies for World
Heritage, to be hosted by HIST and CEODE, will be held in Beijing
during October 09-28, 2012. The theme of the workshop is “From
Space to Place: Application of Space Technologies in Management
and Conservation of World Heritage.”
This is the first world heritage workshop to be hosted by HIST
since it was founded. The workshop will provide experts, policymakers, and administrators from Asian developing countries a
platform of space technologies to strengthen their capacity building
in monitoring and preserving world heritage sites.
The fact that capacity building in applying space technologies
to world heritage conservation is not only highly recognized by
UNESCO, but also warmly welcomed by developing countries.

UNESCO News
● World Heritage Convention Turns Forty

the international synergy of this great project as well as subsequent

Release time: 30/01/2012

UNESCO campaigns during the 1960s to conserve treasures in cities

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the World Heritage
Convention which is one of UNESCO’s most successful
programmes and one of the most powerful tools for heritage

Bronze Age city of Moenjodaro in Pakistan, and the Buddhist
temple complex of Borobodur, Indonesia.

preservation. As the unique document with 188 signatory countries,

2. Evolution

combining the protection of cultural and natural heritage, the

Since its adoption, and the inscription of the ﬁrst sites on the World

Convention has been universally adopted. Since its adoption by the

Heritage List in 1978, the Convention has grown and evolved to

General Conference of UNESCO in 1972, as many as 936 world

reflect the needs of different sites that have been identified and

heritage sites have been inscribed on the List of World Heritage for

protected.

their outstanding universal value in 153 countries around the world

Cultural landscapes, trans-boundary sites, thematic programmes

(As of December 31, 2011).

dedicated to Marine Heritage, World Heritage Forests, Sustainable

1. Origins

Tourism, Earthen Architecture, and developing countries which are

UNESCO’s international campaign in 1960 helped Egypt and Sudan

small islands have all been established so as to meet the specific

save Abu Simbel and other Nubian temples from flooding by the
Aswan High Dam on the Nile, which galvanized the international
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such as Venice, Italy, after the great ﬂood in 1966, the threatened

needs of the heritage. The List of World Heritage in Danger helps
draw support for sites that are under threat from climate change,

community to share the responsibility in preserving world heritage.

conﬂict, and urban sprawl, etc.

And half of the cost of $80 millions used to move the two temples

3. Successes

was funded by some 50 countries in answer to the call from

Over the years, nearly one thousand unique and often threatened

UNESCO. André Malraux, then Culture Minister of France, said

heritage properties have been identiﬁed, for which the protection has

that through the campaign “it is the first world civilization that

been improved and will beneﬁt present and future generations. Here

publicly proclaims the world’s art is the indispensable heritage.”

are just a few examples of many successes that the World Heritage

The drafting of the World Heritage Convention was inspired by

Convention has achieved: UNESCO have successfully prevented

constructions which would destruct historic sites in London, Vienna,

population explosion, diminishing financial resources and climate

Macao and St Petersburg. Large-scale renovation projects have been

change which pose a serious threat to World Heritage properties.

carried out at sites like Angkor and ground-breaking case studies

The potential conﬂict between heritage conservation and community

on the effects of climate change on heritage have been performed.
There have also been sustainable tourism projects for sites such as
Sian Ka’an in Mexico. A global network of marine site management
has been set up and the management for world forest legacy
accounting for approximately 13 per cent of all protected forests on
the planet has also been improved.

development will also be a challenge the Convention has to face in
future decades. But solving the problem will signiﬁcantly perfect the
Convention and promote its success. This is why the States Parties
of the Convention have chosen “World Heritage and Sustainable
Development: the Role of Local Communities” as the theme of the
anniversary celebration.

4. Future

Today, with the expansion and maturity of World Heritage

Despite that the number of sites from less developed regions in the

Convention, the contribution made by it is not just limited in

world increased on the World Heritage List and progress has been

those properties that are listed, but in the long-term protection of

made in strengthening the policies and practices of the Convention,

our planet and its resources. The importance of World Heritage

many remains to be done to ensure a full representation on the List

Conservation is not only reflected in the consistency between its

of the world’s outstanding natural and cultural diversity.

objectives and actions and the sustainable development, but in that it

The most formidable challenge that the Convention will have to

is equally important as the latter.

face over the coming years are related to global phenomena such as

● Director-General of UNESCO appeals for protection of Syria’s cultural heritage
Release time: 30/03/2012
The Director-General of UNESCO, I. Bokova, today called for the
protection of the cultural heritage of Syria.
"As a number of media reports Syria’s cultural heritage are
threatened by the current conflict, I wish to express my grave
concern about possible damage to precious sites and to call upon
all those involved in the conflict to ensure the protection of the
outstanding cultural legacy in Syria. Damage to the heritage of the
country is damage to the soul of its people and its identity."
Syria’s history can be traced back thousands of years ago.
A succession of cultures has left an outstanding wealth of
archaeological sites, historic cities, cultural landscapes, monuments
and works of art that bear witness to the evolution of human

©UNESCO/Francesco Bandarin-Ancient City of Damascus

the Protection of Cultural Properties in the Event of Armed Conﬂict,
the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the
Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural

ingenuity. Six Syrian sites - Ancient City of Damascus, Ancient City

Property (1970), and the 1972 World Heritage Convention.”

of Bosra, Aleppo, Palmyra, the Crac des Chevaliers and Saladin’s

In the framework of the 1970 Convention, the Director-General has

Castle, and the Ancient Villages of Northern Syria - are inscribed on

already contacted the World Customs Organization, Interpol, and

UNESCO’s World Heritage List. Many others are inscribed on the

the heritage SWAT of France and Italy to remind them that Syria’s

country’s Tentative List, such as Apamea -- in which a number of

cultural relics may appear in the international antique markets. She

journalists report that the Citadel of Madiq is being bombarded.

has also called for all UNESCO’s partners to take steps to protect

Earlier this year, UNESCO alerted the Syrian authorities, about

heritage.

their responsibility to ensure the protection of cultural heritage. “This

“UNESCO has been ready to assist in protecting cultural heritage

situation is becoming more and more crucial,” stated the Director-

of Syria, including providing help for the damage in World Heritage

General. “I urge the Syrian authorities to respect the international

sites and taking steps to protect them.” the Director-General

Conventions they have signed, in particular the 1954 Convention for

concluded.
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