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Flagship role of the World Heritage  

2017̂41th session of the WHC,Krakow,Poland ,2-12 Julỹ 

 

Á1073 Properties 

Á37 Transboundary 

Á832 Cultural ,206 Natural,35 Mixed 

Á In 167 SPs 

Á2 Delisted 

Á54 In Danger 

 

Á Italian a story:: 53 sites--No.1;;one sixth or a half of the 

total number of the WH sites,or just one as a whole? 

 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&transboundary=1
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&type=cultural
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&type=natural
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&type=mixed
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&delisted=1
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/?&danger=1


China: 52 sites 

 

Á Imperial Palaces of the Ming and Qing Dynasties in Beijing and 

Shenyang  

Á Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor  

Á Mogao Caves  

Á Mount Taishan  

Á Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian  

Á The Great Wall  

Á Mount Huangshan  

Á Huanglong Scenic and Historic Interest Area  

Á Jiuzhaigou Valley Scenic and Historic Interest Area  

Á Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic Interest Area  

Á Ancient Building Complex in the Wudang Mountains  

Á Historic Ensemble of the Potala Palace, Lhasa 7  

Á Mountain Resort and its Outlying Temples, Chengde  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/439
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/439
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/441
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/440
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/437
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/449
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/438
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/547
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/638
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/637
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/640
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/705
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/707
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/703


China:52 sites 

 

Á Temple and Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Family Mansion in 

Qufu  

Á Lushan National Park  

Á Mount Emei Scenic Area, including Leshan Giant Buddha Scenic Area  

Á Ancient City of Ping Yao  

Á Classical Gardens of Suzhou  

Á Old Town of Lijiang  

Á Summer Palace, an Imperial Garden in Beijing  

Á Temple of Heaven: an Imperial Sacrificial Altar in Beijing  

Á Dazu Rock Carvings  

Á Mount Wuyi  

Á Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui ï Xidi and Hongcun  

Á Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties  

Á Longmen Grottoes  

Á Mount Qingcheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System  

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/704
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/704
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/778
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/779
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/812
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/813
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/811
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/880
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/881
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/912
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/911
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1002
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1002
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1002
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1002
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1004
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1003
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1001


China:52 sites 

 

Á Yungang Grottoes  

Á Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas  

Á Capital Cities and Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo Kingdom  

Á Historic Centre of Macao  

Á Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries - Wolong, Mt Siguniang and Jiajin 

Mountains  

Á Yin Xu  

Á Kaiping Diaolou and Villages  

Á South China Karst  

Á Fujian Tulou  

Á Mount Sanqingshan National Park  

Á Mount Wutai  

Á China Danxia  

Á Historic Monuments of Dengfeng in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò  

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1039
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1083
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1135
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1110
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1213
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1213
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1213
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1213
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1213
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1114
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1112
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1248
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1113
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1113
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1292
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1279
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1335
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1305


China: 52 sites 

 

Á West Lake Cultural Landscape of Hangzhou  

Á Chengjiang Fossil Site  

Á Site of Xanadu  

Á Cultural Landscape of Honghe Hani Rice Terraces  

Á Xinjiang Tianshan  

Á Silk Roads: the Routes Network of Chang'an-Tianshan Corridor *  

Á The Grand Canal  

Á Tusi Sites  

Á Hubei Shennongjia  

Á Zuojiang Huashan Rock Art Cultural Landscape  

Á Kulangsu, a Historic International Settlement  

Á Qinghai Hoh Xil  

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1111
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1111
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1111
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1334
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1388
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1389
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1111
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1414
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1443
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1474
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1509
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1508
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1541
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1540


 



What  is  World  Heritage 

OUV 

Illustration of the three pillars of Outstanding Universal Value.  All three must be in place for a property to meet the requirements of the World Heritage LIst OG 
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World Heritage  

 

Categories 



China 

Spanning the cities of TaiĽan and Jinan in central Shandong Province with the 

main peak in the city of TaiĽan 

N36 16 0.012 E117 5 60 

Date of Inscription: 1987 

Criteria: (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)(v)(vi)(vii) 

 
 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


Tai Shan 

 

 



The first mixed World Heritage site 

    Mount Taishan 

 

    The sacred Mount Tai ('shan' means 'mountain') was the 

object of an imperial cult for nearly 2,000 years, and the 

artistic masterpieces found there are in perfect harmony 

with the natural landscape. It has always been a source of 

inspiration for Chinese artists and scholars and symbolizes 

ancient Chinese civilizations and beliefs. 

 



 

The serial nomination 



Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasty  
(CŇň ŉ Ŋŋ , 2000,2003,2004) 

 



 



 China 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (vii)(viii) 

  China Danxia 

    China Danxia is the name given in China to landscapes 

developed on continental red terrigenous sedimentary 

beds influenced by endogenous forces (including uplift) 

and exogenous forces (including weathering and erosion). 

The inscribed site comprises six areas found in the sub-

tropical zone of south-west China. They are characterized 

by spectacular red cliffs and a range of erosional 

landforms, including dramatic natural pillars, towers, 

ravines, valleys and waterfalls. These rugged landscapes 

have helped to conserve sub-tropical broad-leaved 

evergreen forests, and host many species of flora and 

fauna, about 400 of which are considered rare or 

threatened. 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 



 China 

Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region 

Date of Inscription: 1994 

Extension: 2000, 2001 

Criteria: (i)(iv)(vi) 

     Historic Ensemble of the Potala Palace, Lhasa 

 

    The Potala Palace, winter palace of the Dalai Lama since the 7th 

century, symbolizes Tibetan Buddhism and its central role in the 

traditional administration of Tibet. The complex, comprising the White 

and Red Palaces with their ancillary buildings, is built on Red Mountain 

in the centre of Lhasa Valley, at an altitude of 3,700m. Also founded in 

the 7th century, the Jokhang Temple Monastery is an exceptional 

Buddhist religious complex. Norbulingka, the Dalai Lama's former 

summer palace, constructed in the 18th century, is a masterpiece of 

Tibetan art. The beauty and originality of the architecture of these three 

sites, their rich ornamentation and harmonious integration in a striking 

landscape, add to their historic and religious interest. 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 China 

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng  

in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (iii)(vi) 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 China 

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng  

in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (iii)(vi) 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 China 

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng  

in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (iii)(vi) 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 China 

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng  

in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (iii)(vi) 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


 China 

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng  

in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

Date of Inscription: 2010 

Criteria: (iii)(vi) 

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cn
http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/


Historic Monuments of Dengfeng in ñThe Centre of Heaven and Earthò 

 
    Mount Songshang is considered to be the central sacred 

mountain of China. At the foot of this 1500 metre high 

mountain, close to the city of Dengfeng in Henan province 

and spread over a 40 square-kilometre circle, stand eight 

clusters of buildings and sites, including three Han Que 

gates - remains of the oldest religious edifices in China -, 

temples, the Zhougong Sundial Platform and the Dengfeng 

Observatory. Constructed over the course of nine 

dynasties, these buildings are reflections of different ways 

of perceiving the centre of heaven and earth and the power 

of the mountain as a centre for religious devotion. The 

historical monuments of Dengfeng include some of the 

best examples of ancient Chinese buildings devoted to 

ritual, science, technology and education. 



The Centre of Heaven and Earth 

the concept of  

an ancient eastern cosmology 



Serial   Properties 

Enssamble Ÿ Conceptural,thematic?  

Cultural,social or functional links over time  

 
ȇOGȈ2008version 

137. Serial properties will include 

component parts related because they 

belong to:  

a)  the same historico ï cultural group;  

b)  the same type of property which is 

characteristic of the geographical 

zone;  

c)  the same geological, geomorphological 

formation, the same biogeographic 

province, or the same ecosystem type;  

  

     and provided it is the series as a whole 

ï and not necessarily the individual 

parts of it ï   which are of outstanding 

universal value.  

 

ȇOGȈ2011version 

137.Serial properties will include two or more component 

parts related by clearly defined links:  

a)     Component parts should reflect cultural, social or 

functional links over time that provide, where 

relevant, landscape, ecological, evolutionary or 

habitat connectivity.  

b)     Each component part should contribute to the 

Outstanding Universal Value of the property as a 

whole in a substantial, scientific, readily defined and 

discernible way, and may include, inter alia, 

intangible attributes. The resulting Outstanding 

Universal Value should be easily understood and 

communicated.  

c)     Consistently, and in order to avoid an excessive 

fragmentation of component parts, the process of 

nomination of the property, including the selection of 

the component parts, should take fully into account 

the overall manageability and coherence of the 

property (see paragraph 114).  

  

        and provided it is the series as a whole ï and not 

necessarily the individual parts of it ï which are of 

Outstanding Universal Value. 



Á HISTORICAL INFLUENCE 

Á HUMAN INFLUENCE 

Á SCIENTIFIC INFLUENCE 

Á CULTURAL INFLUENCE 

Á SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE 

Á MAP OF THE SILK ROAD 



 

UNESCO: THE SILK ROADS PROJECT 
ñINTEGRAL STUDY OF THE SILK ROADS: ROADS OF DIALOGUEò 

1988 - 1997 

Á 1990: Desert Route across China;  

 

Á 199O/I99I: Maritime Route from Venice to Osaka ; 

 

Á 199I: Steppe Route across Central Asia ; 

 

Á 1992: NomadsóRoute across Mongolia ;  

 

Á 1995: First stage of Buddhist Route in Nepal.  

 

      In all, 227 specialists from 47 countries took part, plus local scholars and more 

than 100 representatives of the world's media. 

      

 

 





 SILK ROADS 
    

 SILK ROADS: THE ROUTES NETWORK OF  

 CHANG'AN-TIANSHAN CORRIDOR   

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442


Definition of Cultural Routes 

 

Annex 3 of OG  

 

22. The concept of heritage routes is shown to be a rich and fertile one, 

offering a privileged framework in which mutual understanding, a plural 

approach to history and a culture of peace can all operate.  

 

23. A heritage route is composed of tangible elements of which the 

cultural significance comes from exchanges and a multi-dimensional 

dialogue across countries or regions, and that illustrate the interaction 

of movement, along the route, in space and time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE ICOMOS CHARTER ON CULTURAL ROUTES 

As a result of the development of the sciences of 

conservation of cultural heritage, the new concept of 

Cultural Routes shows the evolution of ideas with respect to  

the vision of cultural properties, as well as the growing  

importance of values related to their setting and territorial  

scale, and reveals the macrostructure of heritage on different  

levels. 



THE ICOMOS CHARTER ON CULTURAL ROUTES 

ÁThis integrated, interdisciplinary and shared framework 

creates new relationships among them by means of an 

innovative scientific perspective that provides a 

multilateral,more complete, and more accurate vision of 

history.  

 

ÁThis approach stimulates not only understanding and 

communication among the peoples of the world, but also 

increases cooperation to preserve cultural heritage. 



THE ICOMOS CHARTER ON CULTURAL ROUTES 

ÁCultural Routes represent interactive, dynamic, and 

    evolving processes of human intercultural links that reflect 

    the rich diversity of the contributions of different peoples to 

    cultural heritage. 

 

ÁCultural Routes should be seen as symbols of union 

    between peoples. The historic ties developed along 

Cultural Routes can serve to promote projects based on 

renewed cooperation between peoples who shared certain 

values and knowledge in the past. 

 



THE ICOMOS CHARTER ON CULTURAL ROUTES 

    Though Cultural Routes have resulted historically from both 

peaceful and hostile encounters, they present a number of 

shared dimensions which transcend their original 

functions,offering an exceptional setting for a culture of 

peace based on the ties of shared history as well as the 

tolerance, respect, and appreciation for cultural diversity 

that characterize the communities involved. 



Ҝ ӊ ҍᴶ  

ICOMOS   

comparative analysis on the Silk Road(s): 

 

 However ICOMOS considers that none of the already  

inscribed routes can be said to reflect the scope and extent of  

the Silk Roads trade network, its time depth or the diversity  

and amount of structures that testify to its importance. 

Ԋᴪ ҹ̆ ȁ ȁ ȁ  

̆ ↓῀ȇҕ ֟ Ȉ Ҍ ҍҜ ӊ  

̆ ֓ ԅҜ ӊ Ȃ 

 



Ҝ ӊ Criterion II, ñto exhibit an important interchange of human valuesò 



Should pay attention to category attributes and characteristics  
EX:  Essential Elements of the Cultural  Routes 

ÁCategory 1, Production - of trading goods; 

ÁCategory 2, Infrastructure - facilitating trade and    

                        transportation; 

ÁCategory 3, Outcomes; 

 

ÁCategory 4, the natural and geological background, along  

                        which or to overcome which, people have   

                        ñShapedò the road;and some other logical  

                        relatives.Associatedéé 



Tianôshan Mountain / River / Desert 



 



ᾥ יּ  

 Great Burkhan Khaldun Mountain and  

its surrounding sacred landscape 

 





҉Ҝ ӊ Ҭ қ -Ҭ ᾝ  

 

 Land of FrankincensĕOman 

one of the most important luxury items of trade  

in the Old World in Antiquity 

Ӳ ӊ ,  

 

Land of FrankincensĕOman 

one of the most important luxury items of trade  

in the Old World in Antiquity 

Ӳ ӊ ,  

 



  

Venice and its Lagoon̆Italy 1987 

Founded in the 5th century and 

spread over 118 small islands, 

Venice became a major maritime 

power in the 10th century. 

1987 ᵬҹ ף Ҭ ↓῀
ȇҕ ֟ Ȉ 

 

 Ӳ ӊ  
Land of Frankincensĕ
Oman 2000The é...vividly 

illustrate the trade in 

frankincense éé, as one of 

the most important trading 

activities of the ancient and 

medieval world. 

ꜚ Ҭҕ Ӳ ӊ  

 

 

 
 

ῌ  Sri Lanka 

Old Town of Galle and its 

Fortifications̆1988 

Founded in the 16th century by 

the Portuguese, éé showing 

the interaction between 

European architectural styles and 

South Asian traditions. 

ⱴּי ῒ , 

 

 

֒ Έ   
Melaka and George Town, Historic 

Cities of the Straits of Malaccă
Malaysia 2008 

Melaka and George Town, historic 

cities of the Straits of Malacca have 

developed over 500 years of trading 

and cultural exchanges between East 

and West in the Straits of Malacca. 

֒ Έ -ӓ қ
֜  

 

 

 
Churches and Convents of 

GoăIndia 1986 

The churches and convents of 

Goa, the former capital of the 

Portuguese Indies 

 

 

 

Ҭ   2005 
Historic Centre of Macao  

It bears witness to one of the 

earliest and longest-lasting 

encounters between China 

and the West, based on the 

vibrancy of international trade.

+
҉̆Ҭ ֜ ғ

 

 

 



 



As a serial combination as a whole:1 plus 1 is more than 2 

    With the clarity of the internal logic, attribute and feature 

ofserial heritage nomination, it comes with ñ1 plus 1 is 

more than 2ò. Namely, as serial heritage, the attribute 

feature, meaning and value are reflected in an entire 

combination. Respective group and individual may not 

necessarily bear the OUV, however, taking the Silk Roads 

as an example, only if the individual was a necessary 

factor for the Silk Roadsô operation, say, an ancient 

bridgeðno matter the size or technology, a caravanserai, 

an ancient road, being irreplaceable among the same 

kinds, it is then reasonable to be a factor of the series. The 

definition of the impact and meaning, should concentrate in 

the overall historic position and contribution of the corridor 

and routes network. 




