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Bangladesh, From Google Earth
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Bangladesh and surrounding countries
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Bangladesh

Bangladeshis the largestdelta in the world, stretching
betweenthe montaneregionsof the mighty Himalalyason
the north andthe Bay of Bengalin the south It is, soto
say, the gifts of the mightiestrivers like the Brahmaputra,
Padma Meghna and their numerous tributaries The
natural fertility of the soil of this region, its kind and
generousclimate, fabled riches attractedpeoplefrom all
over the world. In one hand,the regionis bestowedwith
alluvial plainsstretchingfor milesandmileswith bountiful
cropsof differentkinds, hills andwoodson the otherhave
madethe land extraordinaryin the history of the world.
The factors of climate and geographyhave profoundly
Influencedthe extraordinarypersonality,art and culture,
architecturedresstraditionandway of life of thisregion



Department of Archaeology

Departmentof Archaeologyas the Governmentagency of

Bangladeshbears the main responsibility for exploration,
excavationprotectionand preservatiorof cultural heritagein

the country Its prime functionis to take careof thosecultural
siteswhich have beendeclaredas 'protectedmonument'and
the objects acquired by the regular excavationof cultural
moundsor assurfacefinds. At presentarchaeologicasitesare
nearly 500 which includes two UNESCO World Cultural
HeritageSites ShomapuraMahavihara(Paharpuy, the largest
monasteryof the country of 8th centuryA.D. anda group of

monumentsat Bagerhaof 15th centuryAD.
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Archaeological protected monuments
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World Cultural, Natural and Intangible Heritages of Bangladesh




World Cultural Heritage SomapuraMahavihara, 1985
(Paharpur Buddhist Monastery)




A short History of the site

Paharpuns a village locatedin the northhrwesternpart of BangladeshThe

village Paharpuiis famousasit containsthe structuralevidenceof Buddhist
monastery, which is historically known as SomapuraMahavihara Francis
BuchanonHamilton, an officer of the British East India Companywho

visited the site sometime in 18071812 It is known from a numberof clay

seal and sealingthat the SomapuraMahavira (great Buddhist monastery)
built by Dharmapald770-812) thesecondPalamonarchof Bengal

The site was declaredprotectedmonumentoby the ArchaeologicalSurveyof

India in 1919 underthe provision of Ancient MonumentPreservatiorAct,

1904

The regulararchaeologicaexcavationat Paharpurwas first undertakenn

1923andit continuedtill 1934 Kumar Sharatkumar Roy, D.R. Bhanderkar
R.D. BanerjeeK.N. Dikshit andtheir teamconductedexcavationsvhole of

the mound and unveiled a grant Buddhist monastery,centraltemple with

enumerabl@ntiquities

This sitewasdeclaredJNESCOWorld CulturalHeritagein 1985



EXCAVATIONS AT PAHARPUR

Ground Plan of the Monastery
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Elevation plan of the temple

MAIN TEMPLE AT PAHARPLUR h
DISTRICT RAJSHAHI
NORTH ELEVATION

SCALEr FEET

Plate 3¢/2.7/11: Main Temple. North elevation.
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Mosque city oBagerhutWorld Cultural Heritage, 1985
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Bagerhat Shatgombuz Mosque



SundarbanThe Green Forest, Natural Heritage, 1987
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SundarbanThe Green Forest, Natural Heritage, 1987
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IntangibleWorld Cultural Heritage
Jamdani Sharee 2013




IntangibleWorld Cultural Heritage
Jamdani Sharee 2013
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1 LaBaishakhBanglaNoboborsho
(BanglaNew Year Celebration)
Intangible Cultural heritage, 2016
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1 LaBaishakhBanglaNoboborsho
(BanglaNew Year Celebration)
Intangible Cultural heritage, 2016
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