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For the purposes of this Convention,  international protection of the world 
cultural and natural heritage shall be understood to mean the establishment 

of a system of international co-operation and assistance designed to 
support States Parties to the Convention in their efforts to conserve and 

identify that heritage                   (Article 7) 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The fact that a property belonging to the cultural or natural heritage has 

not been included in either of the two lists mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 

4 of Article 11 shall in no way be construed to mean that it does not have 

an outstanding universal value for purposes other than those resulting 

from inclusion in these lists 

(Article 12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHC Decision 34 COM 7D (2010) 

Å Requests that the Advisory Bodies, and in particular IUCN, work with the World 
Heritage Centre and relevant remote sensing agencies, to examine the feasibility of 
using remote sensing to help assess the potential contribution that it could make t o 
the monitoring of certain threats to the Outstanding Universal Value of properties; 

 

Å Given the percentage of threats related to development and infrastructure projects 
and to high-rise buildings, stresses the need for structured heritage impact 
assessments of major projects to be carried out at the earliest opportunity in order 
to assess the impact of potential projects on the Outstanding Universal Value of 
World Heritage properties; 

 

Å Requests the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies to report back on 
criteria, thresholds and processes relevant to the initiation of state of conservation 
reports, the feasibility of improved utilization of remote sensing, and the 
preparation and review of Desired state of conservation statements for the removal 
of properties from the List of World Heritage in Danger, for examination by the 
World Heritage Committee at its 35th session in 2011  

 

 



WHC Decision 34 COM 5D (2010) 

  

ÅRequests the World Heritage Centre, in close collaboration with the Advisory 
Bodies, to pursue the study of the revision of the Operational Guidelines, to 
integrate sustainable development, and to further consider these matters within the 
framework of the reflection on the Future of the Convention; 

 

 

 

Å Also requests the World Heritage Centre to identify opportunities, of potential 
collaboration with the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme (MAB), United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) and other MEAs, and taking into account the needs of Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS), in the form of pilot projects to address the relation between 
conservation and sustainable development at regional/ecosystem scales; 

 

 

 



BIOSPHERE RESERVES  
AS LEARNING LABORATORIES  

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
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The Vietnam MAB National Committee  
(MAB Vietnam) Secretariat 

136 Xuan Thuy, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Tel/Fax: +84 4 7547502; Webpage: http://cere.dhsphn.edu.vn 

CERE@hn.vnn.vn and/or hoangtri51@fpt.vn 

Experimentation with projects and activities ranging from conservation  
of biodiversity in legally protected core areas to economic sector activities that 

are socially and environmentally beneficial in large and extensive buffer  
and transition zones. 

Vietnam biosphere reserve will be treated as a ñlaboratoryò for testing 
sustainable development initiatives with varying mixes of environmental, social 

and economic sector components then be shared with all other parts of Vietnam 
for appropriate adaptation and application 

INDUSTRIAL 

PARK 



Nature ς Culture Links 
World Heritage - n° 75 - April 2015 - Culture - Nature Links 

 
ÅA characteristic of the World Heritage Convention is that natural and cultural values 
of Outstanding Universal Value falls under one international instrument 

 

ÅNatureςculture division  poses both policy and institutional challenges, it also 

presents  heritage practitioners with implementation complexities in their work. 
 

Å At the management level, current approaches, where nature and culture 
management remain separate must be rethouht. We need to build synergies across 
sectors and engage far more proactively with indigenous peoples and local 
communities.  

 

Å UNESCO Chair on nature-culture linkages ς Tsukuba University of Japan; also has a 
MS on World Heritage studies 
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Challenges 



Most important factors affecting WH sites (2017) based on 
> 150 sites (source: WH Centre, Paris) 

  
ÅManagement systems/plans  70% 

Å Housing    37% 

Å Illegal activities    27.9% 

Å Ground transport infrastructure  24.7% 

Å Land conversion   22.1% 

Å Tourism/visitors/recreation  21.4% 

Å Legal framework   20.1% 

Å Management activities   19.5% 

Å War     14.0% 

Å Mining     13.0% 

Å Visitor accommodation/infrastructure  13.0% 

Å Human resources    13.0% 

Å Water infrastructure   12.3% 

Å Identity, social and community issues 11.0% 

Å Civil unrest    11.0% 
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Watersheds 

Siem Reap town 
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Research Progress: 

      Urban Change analysis 



Ground Water in Siem Reap town 

6220 electric pumps 



ü42  scenes of TerraSAR -X SAR data  

   (Feb., 2011 -- July, 2013)  

 

üSurface displacement: -50 to +12 mm/yr  

 

üThe main subsidence regions located in  

Phnom Bakheng Temple, Indiana Jones 

and Tomb Raider, etc., as marked by the 

white ellipses  

Annual displacement rates over Angkor 

site from 2011 to 2013  

Interferogram formation of PS -InSAR in 

the spatial -temporal baseline domain  

Research Progress: 

    Ground subsidence monitoring    



Angkor ς issues for linking conservation with 
SD 

ÅControl of (possible halting) ground water extraction 

 

Å Finding alternative sources of water for development ς 
Tonle Sap 

 

Å Regulating (dispersing) tourism 

 

Å Limiting expansion of Siem Reap City ς  greening Siem 
Reap City? 

 

 




