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Resources of Cultural Heritage in Henan

Henan province, 167,000 km?, also known as "the
central plains,"” is widely considered to represent the
cradle of Chinese civilization. Of the 4000-year-long
Chinese history, Henan was the political, economic, and
cultural center for more than 3000 years, beginning with
the establishment of the Xia Dynasty in the 21st century
BC and ending with the collapse of the Northern Song
Dynasty in 1127 AD. More than 20 dynasties and over 200
kings and emperors established their capitals in Henan.
Therefore, numerous sites and artifacts have been
remained in Henan in the long history.



Henan has 65,519 immovable cultural relics based on
the current survey. Of these, five have been listed as
World Cultural Heritage, including Longmen Grottoes in
Luoyang (2000), Yinxu in Anyang (2006), Historic
Monuments of Dengfeng 1 n ATh
Eartho (2010), Silk Road, an
were selected as Major Historical and Cultural Monuments
Under State Protection, and 902 as Major Historical and
Cultural Monuments Under Provincial Protection. Among
the eight ancient capitals of China, four are in Henan:
Luoyang, Kaifeng, Anyang and Zhengzhou.



Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang



Fengxian Temple at Longmen



Yinxu in Anyang (1300-1046 BC)




Yinxu in Anyang




Stellar Observatory in Dengfeng (13 century AD)
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Shaolin Towers (228 in total from Tang to QingQ)
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Silk Road



the Han
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Hangu Gate




Chinese modern archaeology started from
the excavation at Yangshao site in Mianchi
county, western Henan, conducted by Johan
Gunnar Andersson in 1921. In the past nine
decades, a number of archaeological sites
have been excavated and thousands of
precious artifacts have been collected through
archaeological field work.



Archaeological team in 1921
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Guandimiao site in Xingyang
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