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Natural Sites

A SinharajaForest Reserve
A Central Highlands




Location

\
We are here




China- Total Land Area
0.596,964 Krh

ka Total

Sri Lanka iIs 146 times smaller than China



Sri Lanka is a Bio diversity Hotspot

biodiversity hotspotis abiogeographigegion with a
significant reservoir abiodiversitythat is under threat
from humansNorman Myers



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Myers

Species diversity &demicity

Some of the Total Endemic
Taxonomic
Groups

In Sri Lanka

Angiosperms 4,203+ 889+ N »
Pteridophytes 336 49 N

Mosses 560+ 66+ Amph'b'aﬁs

Mammals 141 21 e Snfms
i

Fresh water 51 50

crabs Dragonflies

Reptiles 217 131  Floweringplants

Birds 498 34 Mammals
Fresh water 119 55 Butterflies N -7
fish Birds | o

487 species are considered Criticdlgdangered,2012

Source: National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan, Zux®
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SinharajalForest Reserve

A Date of Inscription:1988

A Criteria:

(IX)to be outstanding examples representing significant
on-going ecological and biological processes in the
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water,
coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants
and animals;

(x)to contain the most important and significant natural
habitats for insitu conservation of biological diversity,
Including those containing threatened species of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of science or
conservation.

A Property :8,864ha




Within SinharajaForest

A number of threatened, endangered and rare species occur

A Approximately 60% of tree species are
endemic many of them rare

A 50% bird, butterfly, and mammal species are
endemic

A Bird diversity and unique bird interactions
known as mixed species feeding flocks




Sinharaja Tree Snake
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“The photographed individual was
s found in the canopy at around 15 m
. above ground level. The rarity of
sightings may be due to a highly
arboreal nature in the mgher
canopy of the lowland wet zone. *

Close relatlves of Sinharaja Tree Snake
belong to genus Dendrelaphis.

All are non-venomous

Ix(mnahs caudolmeolarus
Endcmlc

Photo © Mendis Wickramasinghe ST Infographics: Nalin Balasurlya

2016

A Hidden from sight high in the tree canopy is a
new and vividlycolouredsnake revealed by
veteran herpetologisMendisWickramasinghe

A ac¢cKS ayl 1S tAgBSa Ay |
that could be the reason it eludes the eyes of
researchers who frequerinharaja 1 S K
seen the snake as early as 2001 while conduc
other research and had continued to search fo
this snake afterwards, managing to spot just s
such specimens.

A The new snake name@&ijnharajaree snake or
Sinharajébronzebacked snhake.

Septemberl8, 2016, Sundayimes,MalakaRodrigo


https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/

SinharajaNational Heritage Wilderness Aree

A 11,187 ha Boundary was surveyedzetted
and mapped, 1988

A Boundary was digitized and mapped in 2013
A Managementlans for theproperty available

A Legal protection under the National Heritage
and Wilderness Area Act, 1988



SinharajaNorld Heritage Site

Sinharaja




A Encroachment

A Extraction of non timber forest products/gene piracy
A Invasive species

A Visitor pressure

A Infra-structure development

Legal action

Healthypartnership with locacommunities/
Community empoweringrogrammes



Vigilant public
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Dead end for Sinharaja road

2011-09-16 01:08:00 i 7204 WE 27

The construction of a controversial road cutting through a section of the Sinharaja
Forest — a world heritage site and the only primary rain forest in Sri Lanka was
suspended yesterday amid protests by environmental activists and forestry officials.

Environment Minister Anura Priyadharshana Yapa said the construction work on the roadway had
been suspended because it disturbed the environmental and eco system balance of the pristine
Sinharaja Forest which comes under the Forest Department.

Environmental activists and Forest Conservation Department (FCD) officials threatened to take
legal action if the construction work went ahead on the road across the Sinharaja forest reserve.

“Minister Yapa is of the view that the road development across the protected forest range would
damage the bio-diversity and natural habitat and therefore gave instructions to suspend it with
immediate effect,” a ministry spokesman said.
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: The future ofsinharajaand the periphery
\ By SajeewaChamikara
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"(:@ o Forested land belonging to the Land Reforms
o Commission at the border of the Sinharaja Forest

R D L Reserve that is proposed to be handed over to the

. o~ y Sinharaja National Heritage Forest Reserve. Pictul

Forested Jand proposed te e hanged'over fo the shows how this land is currently being set aside fo
Sinharaja National Heritage Forest. Reserve. ‘development work’




National Forest Monitoring System
Sri Lanka

A Forest offences can be submitted

M (no subject) - iresha.rajz @ Sinharaja Forest Reserve X ¥ [ NFMS portal
— C O v.nfms.lk

lﬁ' English Sinhala Tamil
‘ National Forest Monitoring System Sri Lanka

Feedback Upload KML
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Central Highlands of Sri Lanka

A Date of Inscription:22010
A Criteria: (ix)(x)



http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/

Central Highlands of Sri Lanka

Serialproperty comprising three component
parts:

PeakWilderness Protected Are@PWPA): 20,596 ha
Horton Plains National Park and (HPNP): 3109 ha
KnucklegConservatiort-orest(KCF): 31,305 ha

o To Ix
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Significance

A Propertyincludessubmontaneand montane rain forests of Sri
Lanka.The high biodiversitfyigh degree of endemism and the
presence of rare and endangered speciaghis property is a
significant indicator of its universaalue

A & n50% plants found in the Central Highlands are endemic to the
Island. Some plants seen only in certain mountainous areas; for
Instance, theHortoniaovalifoliacan only be found in the Peak
wilderness while a related specie®rtoniafloribundais found only
In Knuckles and Horton Plains

I Dr SirilWijesundaraDirector General of Sri Lanka Botanical Gardens
Departments.

A The Central Highlands is also home tdety of mammals
Including theSambuy Leopard, primates and many small mammails.
Like the Montane Slender Loris, the area is home to the Bear
Monkey¢ the highland race of the endemic Purgbeed Leaf
Monkey. The Peak Wilderness still has a small herd of elephants.

A Theavi-fauna diversityin the region is also high with many
endemics found only in the hill country like the Whistling Thrush,
Bush Warbler, Yellowared Bulbul, Dublue Flycatcher, Sri Lanka
White-eye and the Wood Pigeon.



Serial Property

Indigenous woody and herbaceous plants
A Endemic species >40%
A No. of globally threatened species167

Faunal biodiversity
No. of species  Endemicity

Fish 36 56.6%
Amphibians 48 72.9%
Reptiles 95 55.7%
Birds 191 12.5%

Mammals 55 29%



Peak Wilderness Protected Area

A The Peak Wilderness Sanctuary is one of the few
remaining areas in Sri Lanka with a continuous
natural forest cover oéltitudinal graded forest
types, ranging from lowland mixe®ipterocarp
forests tomontane cloud forests having its own
forest vegetation and is an area of great biologica

diversity(singhakumara1995)




The return of the Damselfly after 154
years

AlY FTYAYLFE 2N LIXFYyd Aa O2yaiRSNE
recorded for more than a century.

A The Sri Lanka EmerafghreadwingSinhalestesrientalis a
beautiful Damselfly that had not been recorded for 154
years and considereetinct had made ae-appearance.

Spottedat the Peak Wilderness Sanctuapn September 1,
2012.

A The finding by young research&milaP.Sumanapaland
expert on dragonflies MBedjanic

A The Sri Lanka Emerafghreadwinghat was first discovered
In 1862 inRambodaspecies endemic to Sri Lanka. Since
that discovery, there had been no recorded information
regarding this elusive Damselfly. It was therefore declared: &
WREGF RSTAOA sy 0 Q a IR&dsAItSvas é@a'eSﬁSK S

NEO2NRSR Fa o0SAy3a | WY/ NJ\ufg'QP'Sffe
Global Red List. Dayanandand

SundayTimes, August 12013,MalakaRodrigo D.Randula




1) Pseudophilautus sirflwijesundarai: S) Snl
pandury madiya and (E) Sl Wiesundara's Strub

Wies.ndarage
Frog Sird Wijesundara (Drector, Roysl Boranical gardens,
Pmm Snlxh).nthwm-lmdru

Eight new shrub frogs
discovered from the
PeakWilderness

V{NR [yl Qa FFYS |
amphibian hotspot got a further
boost with the discovery of eight

2) Pm:dophﬂumu bambarad-
eniya: S Bambaradeniysge pandury
madya, (£)8ambaradenya'’s Shrub Frog
Named in moncur of Dr.Channa

;d"“.,.“g"“mm";.«"“’m".‘.‘gm, it new amphibian species.
localties withln the " y PN A, - A - AL
Miiagon v a¢CKS YSg allSOASa
) P, kunaraln s Kasass characteristics that make them
PR s B P distinct from one another and easily
3)P.dapmw:\$mm- Namod afier Y.GP. Karumarsthna  Apufs Shiub Frcg ARS y uUAFAIlL 0 MENdish y u
resge pardurny mediy in Sintala (E) (retived Assistan Divecker, Degartent of - Named aher Veera Pursm Appu . .
Oayawansa's Snub Frog i Engisn  Wikia Consenvation S Lanka) jn  (Veeranennadge Francsco Wickremasinghef the

Narmed in honcur of Nihel Deyawansa - Grost apgreciation for his commendatie  Femando, 1812-1848) g

aérvoss 0 Wil management which  Paran Ao was Herpetological Foundation of Sri

iy T Lanka who made the discoveries
o % ngrame with his research team.

Btish Empiro, mddeuuuww

dealh, named o bis saciie o the \ conservation status of the species
freedom of Sd Larka.
except for one_has to be seen as

4)Ppguhgumwdmal s 6P mﬂmylm

agat Gunswar mactyn  NGweon Jayawardanege pancuny m 8) P. samarakoon : (3) Samara-

:E).hodlennnm?:‘:rsmh:!fmg AMJWMleFx;m Nzl!mwﬂ.l'll"mﬂ(ﬂsd’(ﬂ a / N\-p\ u 7\ OI f fE § 9 ﬁ R U K
Narkc afr g Gummnariem, & | Wemod e Mowtor punmionn & RESEICSR BREERD were discovered in single locations
loading atiormay at law and naturist in  Jading sergoon by profession asdan Anends Vijith Samarakoon (Assistent - ’

map::odmdlumm srdent nshursfiel, i et sppreciation of - Drecior, Depament of WicHe), i graat where their habitats are under

owas consanvaton 5

sl £+ : threat.

\ Thediscoveries were made in the
SriPadaWorld Heritage site
SundayTimes, March 2&013,MalakaRodrigo


https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2013/03/26/eight-new-shrub-frogs-discovered-from-the-peak-wilderness/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2013/03/26/eight-new-shrub-frogs-discovered-from-the-peak-wilderness/
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https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2013/03/26/eight-new-shrub-frogs-discovered-from-the-peak-wilderness/

Horton Plains NP
Located an altitude of 2,1@2,300metres(6,900;7,500ft)




Horton Plains National P

montane cloud forest and grassland,
rich in endemic species




0N Forest

NucklesConservat

Manypeaks and steep escarpments

Habitatsof a wide range of species restricted to these forests

282 wa’, e
- © IMESH NUWAN BANDARA

ration Society of Sri Lanka, Royal Botani
%



Threats and issues

A Visitor pressureHPNP, PWPA, KCF
A Invasive specieBlPNP, KCF

A Forest diebacltHPNP

A Manmade firesKCF

A lllegal gemmingPWPA

A Cardamom cultivation underneath forest canepy
KCF

A Encroachment®WPA, KCF
A Infrastructure developmenKCF
A Water pollution and garbage dumpifR\WPA




A PWPA & KGFManagement by FD, National Forest
Policy, Forest Ordinance

A HPNP & PWPKanagement by DWC, National
Wildlife Policy, FFPO

A Anoverall management framework for the serial
property and three different management plans
for the three components available.

A Communityparticipationin management, forest
fire control,etc




Managementcontd..

A Livelihood development programs
A Sponsored cleaningrogrammes

A Monitoring through remote sensing (Land sat
Images)die back studies, invasive species
eradicationprogrames







